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Symposium 1 : Lessons learnt from European Informality

Sybille Minch is a Professor for "Theory of Public Policy" at thi®ns to housing. But more than the above what was striking was

Centre for the Study of Democracy, Leuphana University. H&r he i ssue of OEnergyo6 which i

presentation was on the evolution of social housing in the corand often gets missed out on. In cold regions such as Europe. The

text of Europe with a focus on Germany. Her lecture helped tdssue of energy poverty is deep which was a learning for the par-

understand migration in relation to the housing stock and affordaicipants from India. There was a discussion later about possibility

bility in Europe. Interestingly it also covered the history of sociaf state subsidy for the most vulnerable communities towards

housing with industrial revolution which could be related withreduced tariffs for energy.

India. The influence and effects of pestrld war and its implica-

This session introduced fresh concepts of various spectra of pov-
erty indices, especially the issue of privileged vs foreign born ir
the context of Austria, the i

a novel concept. In Austria, low income households with migrato-
ry background face exclusions from rental housing markets. Ac-
cess to social housing requires substantial down payments. Reni
in social housing of olimited
affordable to many low income household (even though these
rents range below market prices). In the context of climate

Lecture by Ta r:,:r?atage @g qg@irblqoking at energy poverty and issue of heating

E 20109

The session on OHousing and

by Gideon Bolt, Professor at the University of Utrecht, from we
instrumental in understanding the difficulties and concerns of 1
mi grant communities in Europ
Net herl andso6 especially scel
how politics, ethnicity and religion can become influential in r
grant communities and their access to housing. This is a sim
context in India where Religion and Caste both become barrie

for access to housing within societal frameworks.

DhL?rQes in Austria confirmed that this was a serious issue and tha

citizens and governments need to work on this together.

|l a

Lecture by Gi
E 2019 D
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Focused on the informal housing scenario in the context of Mc
tenegro whose geographic terrain is interesting because of
hills and poses a challenge where illegal housing is built not
reasons of Opovertyd but for
cially on lands with scenic vistas, This session helped unders

the practices of o0Spati al Ur N Ur |
The issue of illegality of housing structures and regulatory frar| ‘
works that govern such informal housing. The detail plan to |
infrastructure like Road was also presented which is similar

f Indi d could be related.
case of India and could be relate Lecture by Wolfg

E 2019 D

In this presentation, the authors sought to overview the various i a | classes® housing in the
forms of informal and precarious housing in Hungary. They aattempt to show how informal practices are linked to various
tempted to define the concept of informal housing in the Centrahousing crises and how policies deal with these practices. Alt-
Eastern European context and delineate the different forms dfough informal practices have always been presented throughou
informal dwellings in Hungary and those social groups which aitee development of Hungarian housing system it has producec
concerned in it. Parallel to the changing role of the national ardifferent spaces in different historical periods. In the presentation
local state, informal resources such as-selfistructions and the the authors reveal current examples of informal housing focusing
usage of househol dfés soci al orthepocialdattorslara spatial consequeneesof thmsgrdooess. p |

important role to cover the housing needs of the precarious so-

versity for Contin ng Educat A

Lecture by T¢gnde Vir 8§

E 2019 T
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At the end of socialist era the social housing stock in Bulgaria t &44 ‘d»
reached 16.2% of all inhabited dwellings. Its dramatic decrease s 1%
about 2 percent in the next two decades, symbolises the effect

Sversity Krims

B o tinuing Ed"**on

minimal state. The state was so minimal that it simply disa
L

peared. The ethnic minorities are among the first social grouj
affected by the absent state. And the most marginalized group,

Bulgaria was the Romad the largest European minority. The
share of Roma in Bulgaria is the biggest throughout the wh
Europe. The issue of access to decent houses, social infrast
ture, and living conditions and the issue of forced evictions for
large part of Roma raises the question again: are really the Ro
in Bulgaria settled? The paper explores this question.

Lecture by 11 Kkc
E 2019 DL

The development of Vienna in the 20th century was strongly imprecarious situation, several thousandsome sources speak of
fluenced by informal settlements. On a structural level the tracamore than 100 thousand urbanites were forced to self

of these formerly "wild" colonies or "Bretteldorfer" are still wide- empowerment. lllegal forest clearings, vegetable gardens an
l'y present in todayds city fsguats with.primiti@ lh&uses anfl sheds wereh exparedingdin the
|l arge part of Viennads 2 mi | Dahubenfloodphain and ihe adpime feothills girsthe $ields and Wastd
famine, cold, disease and desperate housing conditions. In thisds on the fringes of the city.

Tr avel with Friedric!
Krammer

E 2019 DU
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Symposium 3 : Training Needs for Urban Resilience in India

Discussion on Case Studies (2 December)

Symposium 3 commenced with review and discussion on cgseevious two editions of this newsletter: IIIA and I1IB.
studies of all the institutes. These have been elaborated in the

Political Ecology and the Rhetoric of Resilience, Lecture by Shweta Wagh,
Collective for Spatial Alternatives (3 December)

The presentation had a critical look into resilience as a conc

The lecture showed how government bodies tend to prioritiz
construction activities over ecological concerns, since it thi
largescale construction activities are synonymous with devel
ment. The speaker is connected with the Collective for Spa
Alternatives, a group which has worked @dvocacy agains
coastal reclamation in Mumbai, which ignores the fraggiesys- ¥ & b
tem of the shoreline and the livelihoods of artisanal fisherm |
The speaker elaborated on how the authorities go to grq" -
lengths to enable 'development’, neglecting reports submittec

concerned scientific organizations.

Lecture by Shy
E 2019 KRVI A,

Transforming M (East) Ward: A Perspective on Resilience Lecture by Dr. Amita
Bhide, Dean, School of Habitat Studies (TISS) and Site Visitin M -Ward
(3 December)

Amita Bhide emphasized on the intersection between the socit
excluded and environmental vulnerability, explaining how 1
impoverished, and the marginalized are pushed to the C|tys T'\t ‘
riphery in M ward, to inhabit one of the losying, vulnerable are- W
as. The site visit revealed the plights faced by the inhabitant J

l
the M Ward, and their struggles against the establishment to pg.

cure water. M Ward provides a risky but inevitable option for th§
immigrants from various parts of the country heading to Mumig;
for a better life. Not only can local power elites strive to conce , ,‘
trate oOunwanteddé people in

ounwantedoé functions.

Resi dent s-wairtdhicdh eMni ng t

E 2019 KRVI A
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This included presentations of the studio works of master's stuchange in land cover). Developers and local government seem
dents. The presentation elucidated how students have developgmore natural conditions.

a framework to understand the intersections of varioperspec-

. . . Urbanizations does not take place in a vacuant is changing
tives to understand resilience, and develop proposals which con-

. . - . usage of agricultural (fertile) land, thus contestations over la
tribute to better-lasting sustainability and resilience. work done

... . arise especially with traditional farming communities. Where w;
by KRVIA students, shows the struggles of communities in the P y g

I . . ter bodies are encroached and filled up, these do not simply d
Vasai River Basin and the transformation of the natural landscape
appear without a trace. Rather the newly urbanized areas tend

be the first areas flooded in case of heavy rainfalls.

The lecture showcased the exploration of various representatio

techniques by students to document the existing seulysical
conditions of settlements. Before being able to intervene in sp
tial settings, planners, designers and architects first and forem
need to learn tools and methods which help them to understan
what is actually taking place in a given environment on a dg
basis and all those facets w
space.

The speaker brought to notice the interesting case where alte
native modes of representation had changed perceptions and

. . . Lecture by Rohan
broadened understanding about informal communities among

government officials. E 2019 KRVIA,

The lecture emphasizes that there is a decisive injustice at t

root of anthropogenic climate change: some, especially in t
Global North, consume energy and resources quite dispropo
tionately; while others, mainly in the Global South, are exposq
to the consequences of global warming. The question thus arisi
is whether those at the receiving end will endure endlessly. T
speaker explained how disparities and inequalities exist in t
modern world, and in cities. She emphasized on gender as a
rameter to understand inequality. The lecture covered topic
such as incoméequality, inequality in living conditions and con-

sumption, and emissions. The talk ended with an interesting de- Lecture by B

bate on the position of conflict in society. E 2019 KRVI A
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Towards Building Resilient Communities, Application And Usefulness Of Data
Informatics, Lecture by Dr. Arnab Jana, CUSE, IIT -B (4 December)

The lecture is a clear example of so@conomic determinants of

health. Slum dwellers relocated to mudtiory apartment build-
ings with inadequate separation between towers and minim

ventilation have high incidence of tuberculosi

The speaker presented three studies, the first of which revea
the efficiency of simple interventions (such as an exhaust farn

providing a healthier living condition among the residents of re
bilitated urban communities. This study had also taken up t
types of layouts, which resulted in a difference in health co
tions of inhabitants. The other two studies covered the use
social media data in poslisaster relief operations and handli

public opinion. Lecture by Ar

E 2019 KRVI A,

Visit tWarrcdhebym BReUCOM P
E 2019 KRVI A,
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Symposium 4 : Defining new planning and design paradigm

Inaugural Address by R Parasuram, Director General, ABV IGGPA
(November 29)

The speaker discussed mai nl y subsidization torn publi® ttanspon wystent, aevision of the Btan
ningé and emphasized wupon t hres fodprogision of Beevices in lesdentiat @mmuritiashaac al:
known and what =exactly i s neadanddnfanagerent te sontmlbgiound leweldvater lualgty. H
varied national and International examples like water harvestidgscussed upon the way Rome and Singapore adopted the po
techniques adopted in Bundelkhand region, Pedestrian shedt@tiscourage traffic movement inside the city core and enhanci
US, 17 storied parking permission at Delhi and informal livelihodtie use of Public transport.

as biggest challenge at Mumbai etc. He stressed mainly on heavy

Climate Change & Resilience: Thoughts for the Future Education Lecture by
AGK Menon, Architect, Urban Planner and Conservationist (November 29)

The speaker emphasized on three main aspects of future Archi-

tectural Education: why we need training for architects; where
we should teach the subject of architecture; and how we shoul
teach the subject. He highlighted that presently skill is a majc
part of education system, and not knowledge. Hence, real tim
issues are not presently being studied. In his further discussio
he elucidated the need to understand the subject by making mi
takes rather than teaching what you know. It was an illuminatin
lecture on the reality of architecture education in India, which ig==
rooted in western paradigms and blind to the existing needs and
contexts of India. The lecture revealed the pressing need to re- Lecture by AG

think the format of Indian architectural education system. E 2019 SPA,

Building Urban Resilience: Some Reflections Lecture by Amir Bazaz, Lead
Practice, IIHS Bengaluru (November 29)

The lecture described different issues including whether migra-
tion is an adaptation strategy or a coping strategy. It focused on
HRVA studies as an important component of planning, and re-
vealed that migrant labourers often face crises in cities (dissimilar
in nature but similar in scale) as they faced in their hometowns.
Their savings are negligible because of the greater costs of surviv
ing in cities. The lecture concluded with a need for platforms for

multi-stakeholder engagements, and the necessity for policy

rethinking for migrants, including social security. The lecture
Lect ur e by Aopgned upiateresting discussion on the variability of living condi-
E 2019 SPA 'flonslé)i]nggﬁagt? based on income and a debate on the need anc

inevitability of migrants.



ISSUE 11IC, 2019 PAGEIX

Urban Sustainability in India, by Ravi Anand, Urban and Regional Planner,
Hyderabad (November 29)

The lecture focused on individual values as a pillar of sustaina

ity. It emphasized on traditional Indian spiritual values as bein
beacon that could lead forward to future sustainability. Thy
speaker suggested that, by limiting population growth, productic
and use of resources could be avoided. He described actio
oriented and applied approaches (forecasting, observing, confi
ing, responding and innovating), which should be applied to loc Y
regional and global scale. The lecture resulted in an interesti
discussion on the relative importance of individualism vs. polic —

related movements for sustenance of the human future. Lecture by

E 2019 SPA,

Risk informed Planning: Creating higher levels of Community Resilience by Janki
Andharia, Dean, Department of Disaster Studies, TISS Mumbai
(November 29)

The lecture focused on different levels of vulnerability as a pre
cursor to any disaster study. The talk explained the necessity of
disaggregated study of vulnerability, and emphasized how qui
recovery from disaster doesnf¢
nerability. It underpinned the requirement for a robust format for
disastefresilience, based on risk reduction and HRVA studies
The speaker talked about fragmented cities and social inequalitie
The discussion further stressed upon critical concepts in urbau

resilience.

Lecture by Janki Andhari a

E 2019 SPA, Bhopal

People Centric Planning and Design: A CaseStudy of CURE, by Siddharth
Shankar Pandey, Associate Director, CURE (November 30)

The session brought out the successes achieved when benefici

groups are involved in the planning. It also highlighted what the
city should be providing vs what the communities have to provide
for themselves for planned or unplanned projects. An example
could be the decentralized waste water treatment plant through
de-engineered solution and the policy on water resilience in col-
laboration with Municipal Corporation of Agra. Other works in
this field are the concept of harvesting rainwater at the neigh-
bourhoodevel and the use of stones instead of bricks to con-
struct wells. This communitied and designed projects also bring g
out the untrained hidden architects from within the communities
who find solutions to their own problems which are then fed into
the regular system and become a part of the policy. Lecture by Siddharth

E 2019 SPA,
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Urban Challenges and Planning Deficit, by Mangesh Tyagi,
Principal Advisor, ABV , IGGPA
(November 30)

The speaker brought the overview of the existing Planning P
cies , which itself is a challenge to implement it till grass root le
el. Through his discussion he brought the importance and need
financial list needed to be added in the 74rth Amendment of In
an constitution. He also discussed upon the methods for smoo
ing the prevailing transport policies. He highlighted that there is
need to accommodate the need of rental housing in housing pt
cy.

7 vl

Lectur—e by Mang
E 2019 SPA,

Ecological Landscaping: Why revisiting the Biology in Urban and Rural Planning
is critical today? by Vinita Gowda, Department of Biological sciences , IISER
Bhopal (November 30)

The speaker primarily highlighted about plagstems and the
role it plays across other ecosystem. Deforestation and urbaniza-
tion impacts the plant population. She emphasized how cultural
convenience and preconceived notions play a harmful role in the
landscaping decisions and choice of plants across the world, ant
how a thorough knowledge of plants is necessary to preserve
ecosystems and bolster resilience. Dr. Gowda introduced a num-
ber of little-known plants in various contexts and their (widely

unknown) positive impacts, along with the unknown negative con-

sequences of some popular albeit invasive species of plants. Over

~all, this was a hugely informative and interesting session.
Lecture by Vinita Gowda

E 2019 SPA, Bhopal
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'DQXEH 8QLYHUV,LWA uBHPV a6 RFLHW\ IRU WKH 3URPRWLRQ RI $
SHVRXUFH &HQWHU

Tania Berger, PhD Address

Flat # 6, 2nd Floor, 808 Boman Lodge,
Dr. Ambedkar Road, Dadar East, Mumbai 400 DaAddmark:
breucom@donatuni.ac.at Next To Bata Showroom, Khodadad Circle, Dadar TT

Emailtania.berger@donauni.ac.at

Contacts:
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+91-22-2417 3394
+91-22-2412 9144
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